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the theology of the Puritans, and Puritanism failed to show
itself to its best advantage till it had been filtered through the
minds of men who were engaged in the active business of life.
In his hands, if he had been allowed to have his will, the
Church of England would have become as one-sided as it
afterwards became in the hands of his opponents. Practices
which many pious Christians loved would have been rigorously
proscribed, and doctrines which seemed irrefragable to a large
and growing section of the clergy would have been checked by
the stern exercise of authority. If he was not allowed to carry
out his theory into practice, he unfortunately brought with
him a temper which boded ill for the prospects of peace. It is
said that under his administration the sentences of the High
Commission acquired a harsher tone, and that his eagerness to
repress heresy and vice led him far beyond the limits which
Bancroft had imposed upon himself in the punishment of
offenders.

The new Archbishop, upon taking possession of his see,
found himself already involved in a quarrel with Coke upon
The High t^ie interminable question of the prohibitions. A
Commission certain Sir William Chancey had been charged before
Chancey's tne High Commission with adultery, and with having
case.            expelled his wife from his house without providing

for her maintenance. The Commissioners, after hearing the
case, ordered him to support his wife, and to make submission
for his offence ; and upon his refusal to obey, they committed
him to the Fleet. He applied to the Court of Common Pleas
for a habeas corpus. The judges unanimously decided that the
Commission had no power to imprison for adultery, and that
the order to Chancey to find c a competent maintenance' for
his wife was too vague to justify a committal. They therefore
ordered that the prisoner should be set at liberty, though they
took bail for his future appearance in order that they might
have an opportunity of conferring with the Archbishop before
they came to a final decision.1

Upon hearing what had happened, Abbot, who was as little
inclined as Bancroft had been to submit to any diminution of
1 JKef. xii, 82.